
Study mode and duration of the course
• Full Time 1 year
• Part Time (Structured) minimum 2 years
• Part Time (Unstructured) maximum 6 years
• You will study this course through weekly interactive  
 video conference seminars, and online through the  
 UHI virtual learning environment (VLE).
• Students who choose to study by distance learning  
 will access lectures and video conference tutorial   
 sessions online in real time, or recordings.
• Students who choose to attend the seminars will   
 enrol at a college campus, while those studying   
 through distance learning will enrol at the Centre for  
 History.

Where can I study my course?
• Inverness College UHI
• Orkney College UHI
• Shetland College UHI
• UHI Centre for History

Start dates
• September
• January

Career Opportunities
• Teaching
• Research
• Media
• Journalism
• Community/adult education
• Museums and libraries
• Heritage
• Politics and NGOs or the charity sector

Entry Requirements
2:1 Honours degree (or international equivalent) in 
History, Archaeology, Literature, Philosophy or a related 
subject from elsewhere in the arts and humanities, 
either from the University of the Highlands and 
Islands or from another university, domestically or 
internationally.

Hub for the Study of British 
Identities
The MLitt British Studies is part of an interdisciplinary 
research network, the ‘Hub for the Study of British 
Identities’. The Hub is run by staff and students 
from the University of the Highlands and Islands in 
Scotland and brings together academics, students 
and the public with an interest in British identities. 
In our blog we share our research, network with 
colleagues across the globe, and let our students take 
the lead. On our twitter account we debate, discuss 
and share our thoughts on British identities. In our 
online, free, peer-reviewed journal we read, reflect 
and disseminate our research. And in our events 
we bring people together – physically and through 
video-conferencing. 

For more information or to apply,   
please contact: 

Dr Jim MacPherson
UHI Centre for History
University of the Highlands and Islands
Burghfield House
Dornoch
IV20 1TJ

Call +44(0) 1847 889623
Email britishstudies@uhi.ac.uk
Visit www.uhi.ac.uk/british-studies 
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The Hub was founded 
by Dr Jim MacPherson 
(Programme Leader 
MLitt British Studies) and 
Dr Kristin Lindfield-Ott 
(Programme Leader BA 
(Hons) Literature). 



What is special 
about this course?
This unique course is the only interdisciplinary 
Masters course in British Studies in the UK and 
brings together four key disciplines from across the 
humanities – History, Literature, Philosophy and 
Archaeology. It allows you to develop your interest 
in any aspect of British identities, across disciplines 
and centuries and offers an excellent foundation for 
independent research. 

Taught by research-active staff, you will explore the 
shifting meanings of Britishness, from the Roman 
era to the present day. You will question the ideas 
of Britishness, how British identities have been 
written about, the representations and articulations 
of Britishness, and how British mentalities and 
identities have been experienced by people from all 
backgrounds - both in the UK and abroad.

You will be trained in interdisciplinary approaches 
to the study of identities and in a range of 
research skills and methodologies, equipping 
you to pursue doctoral research in a selection of 
disciplines. You will gain hands-on skills in digital 
humanities and your dissertation will give you the 
opportunity to work closely with a range of local 
museums and archives. You can also gain ‘practical’ 
academic experience in conference organisation, 
public speaking, networking and virtual research 
environments.

On the MLitt British Studies course you will be 
taught be academics who played a key part in the 
university’s REF2014 submission. In this assessment 
of UK university research quality, the Centre for 
History was ranked highest new History department 
in the country.

Features
This course is available in the Highlands and 
Islands or online from anywhere in the world. It is 
ideal for students who have undertaken a joint-
honours or liberal arts undergraduate degree, but 
designed in a way to support students who are 
new to interdisciplinary research or the individual 
disciplines that form part of this course.

The course offers opportunities to:

• Undertake Digital Humanities training

• Work with one of our partners in the region’s 
heritage sector (Inverness Museums and 
Galleries, Historic Scotland, Highland Archive 
Centre)

• Participate in the Hub for the Study of British 
Identities, an online Virtual Research Environment

• Undertake a substantial interdisciplinary research 
project

• Study additional modules from across the 
Humanities

Course Structure

PgCert
Three core modules (60 credits) from: 
• British Identities
• Imagining the Nation
• Philosophy and British identity: Adam Smith and   
 the virtues of modernity
• Britain begins: The Archaeology of British Identity
• Option modules may include those listed in the    
 PgDip

PgDip
Four core modules (80 credits) from:
• British Identities
• Imagining the Nation
• Philosophy and British identity: Adam Smith and   
 the virtues of modernity
• Britain begins: The Archaeology of British Identity

Option modules may include:
• The British Empire
• Britishness and sport
• Global Scots
• Primary sources in History (MLitt History)
• Varieties of History (MLitt History) and an elective   
 from History or other subject area

MLitt
To achieve the award of MLitt British Studies you must 
complete an interdisciplinary research dissertation.

Can I progress into further study?
You can progress from the MLitt British Studies to:
• PhD
• MLitt by Research“ I was influenced by the uniqueness of this course. There is a great deal of flexibility on how and where I can study, and 

the small group tutorials not only allow me to stay focused and connected to the course, but also enable the lecturers 
to recognise and advance my best scholarly qualities. There is also constant engagement with real, ongoing academic 
projects such as the Hub for the Study of British Identities which give genuine, hands-on practical experience of 
research work and definitely help you develop a taste for more!  ”

 

Magdalena Szymborska-Bishop
Magda did BA (Hons) Scottish Cultural Studies at Orkney 
College UHI, and has chosen to continue her postgraduate 
studies with us. Asked why she chose the MLitt British 
Studies she replied:


